
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

No. XXVIII. 



APRIL, 1841. 



WAR-DEGENERACY OF THE CHURCH. 

The church has always been right in regard to peace. — William Allen, D. D„ 

NO. V. 

THE AMERICAN PULPIT IN 1838. 

I have recently met with a sermon of the Rev. Nicholas 
Murray,* pastor of a Presbyterian church in Elizabethtown, 
N. J., on the death of the Rev. Thomas Morrill, first a soldier 
of the Revolution, and afterwards a Methodist preacher. The 
discourse is well-written, and its subject appears to have been 
held in high and general esteem as a man, a Christian, and a 
minister of the gospel ; but they all conspire to illustrate the 
war-degeneracy of the times, and to show how far the leprosy 
still clings to the very ambassadors of the Prince of peace. 

The preacher, in his unqualified eulogy of the warrior, seems 
never to have suspected that the custom of war is unchristian, 
and dwells with a keen zest on his hero's bold and bloody 
career. He details one exploit after another, just as if robbery 
and bloodshed were deeds congenial to a follower of Christ, 
and says, that in the execution of a " daring and heroic act 
which gained great popularity, Oliver Spencer, then a ruling 
elder of this church, was captain of one boat, and Thomas 
Morrill of another." 

All this seems to have been said for the very purpose of 
extolling the departed saint as a warrior. " We have dwelt 
thus long," the preacher tells us, " on the revolutionary services 
of Mr. Morrill, deeming these details necessary to a right un- 
derstanding of his character, and feeling that, unless some of 

* Preached in 1838. This article prepared soon after. 
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the facts we have stated are now rescued from oblivion, they 
will soon be lost beyond recovery. The actors and sufferers 
of those days are rapidly passing away. In a few years more, 
the last of them will disappear from the stage they have so 
long adorned ; and with them will perish some of the best and 
rarest materials of history. Religion and liberty are equally 
their debtors ; for, whilst they established on an enduring basis 
the latter, they opened a wide and effectual door for the ex- 
tension of the former." 

Not content with these strong remarks, the writer gives us a 
long note on the subject, and says that "incidents of a deeply 
interesting character, and forming fine (!) material for the future 
historian, might now be collected from every portion of the field 
on which the battles of the Revolution were fought. There 
are yet among us those that witnessed them, and who can 
narrate them with accuracy ; but they will soon be away from 
the stage which they have so long adorned ;" and he gravely 
recommends the selection of Fourth of July orators, " compe- 
tent, experienced and patient men, to collect facts, incidents 
and anecdotes, and to present them well-digested, and in an 
interesting manner," as a means of " great good !" He adds a 
few specimens of what he is so anxious to have preserved, all 
deeds of violence and blood; yet he finds it "difficult to decide 
who deserved most praise (!) for gallantry and patriotism," but 
gives a list of " noble soldiers " to whom " all tradition awards 
unanimous praise for character, appearance and patriotism." 

Our author looks upon our revolutionary war as the very 
offspring of Christianity ! " Without the holy and devoted men 
who evangelized New England, the Revolution," he solemnly 
assures us, " never could have been. The standard of revolt 
against the enactments of tyranny might be spread out to the 
breeze; but it would soon be folded up again, and consigned 
to the vaults of despotism to rot. It was the religion of 
America that nerved the arm of the patriots in battle. Were 
it not for the religion of the country, probably another blow 
never would have been struck for its independence after the 
retreat of Washington from the banks of the Hudson to the 
western banks of the Delaware." 

Here is a pretty fair sample of those Christian ministers who 
have given little or no attention to the subject of peace as a 
part of the gospel ; and we find some of these very extracts, 
along with others of the same stamp, copied into religious 
papers for the special edification of their readers ! 
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How strange the ignorance of such men respecting the pa- 
cific principles of the gospel! Did they never read the sermon 
on the mount, or the thirteenth chapter of Romans? Have 
they never reflected on the peculiar spirit and precepts of 
Christianity ? Can they find in the example of Christ, his 
apostles or the early martyrs, any approximation to what Mr. 
Murray so warmly commends? Let Christ or an apostle act 
as his hero did, — but the very supposition would shock com- 
mon sense. 

No wonder at the prejudices of unevangelized minds against 
Christianity as commonly understood and practised ! Here is 
one of its consecrated preachers lauding it as a religion of 
blood, as the very main-spring of war, as a fomenter of revolt ! 
And the Christian press commends him for all this, and com- 
placently quotes his warm eulogies of war and the warrior! 
Did Christ or Paul teach thus? Could an infidel ask a better 
theme for reproach, or the pagan a fuller justification of his 
hatred and his fears? 

We see, also, how the war-spirit is still diffused in Christian 
communities. The very ambassadors of the Prince of peace, 
if we may take the eminent one now before us for a specimen, 
foster, applaud, inculcate it! It is vain to say, that they go 
against the custom, even while commending its devotees ; for 
these indiscriminate, stereotyped encomiums on war and war- 
riors, on revolution and revolutionists, on rebels and rebellion, 
are in truth the strongest endorsements they could give of the 
practice itself. All such eulogists are abettors of war; the God 
of peace will hold them responsible for their libels on his religion. 

Is there no need, then, of special efforts for reform? Were 
all the followers of the Prince of peace to take the course 
recommended and pursued by Mr. Murray, it would be abso- 
lutely impossible for such a kind of Christianity as they would 
propagate to pacify the world. A religion that " nerves the 
arm in battle, and lifts the standard of revolt," lead to univer- 
sal and permanent peace ! ! 



Absurdity of War. — A prince, says Voltaire, picks a qunrrel with 
some neighboring sovereign, collects together a number of idle fel- 
lows, who have nothing to do and nothing to lose, binds their hats 
with white worsted five sous to the ell, and inarches away with them 
to glory! I firmly believe, that war, or the sending thousands of our 
fellow-creatures to cut one another to bits, often for what they have 
no concern in nor understand, will one day be reckoned tar more 
absurd than if people were to settle an agreement over the dinner- 
table with their knives; a logic, indeed, which was once fashionable 
in some places during the " good old times." 



